
Montalbetti+Campbell have appeared on the winners list of 
Canon’s AIPP awards since they began entering in 2005, 

recently claiming the coveted title of Canon AIPP Australian 
Professional Photographer of the Year (in 2007). In Australia 
and overseas, their work has been ‘award-winning’ for over two 
decades.

Away from the camera Denis and Gay are now in high demand 
as judges, panellists, hosts and speakers at industry events 
across Australia. Their distinct style has attracted increasing 
attention throughout the various industries they have contact 
with in the course of their photographic collaborations.

Their avant-garde illustrative portraiture has set them apart in the 
photographic industry, so it’s no wonder they were approached to 
plan and execute a photo shoot for the Channel Seven TV series, 
Make Me A Supermodel. Enter BISG Marketing’s Craig Soltan:

“Denis and Gay approached us to help with producing backdrops 
for a photo shoot that would feature in an episode of the show. 
The backdrops had to be large enough to �t up to three models 
in costume, with the models posed laying on the backdrop rather 
than standing in front of a hanging backdrop. The effect was 
spectacular – in the �nal shots they appear to be �oating within 
the scenes of sky and clouds.”

Gay and Denis chose cloud backgrounds from their personal 
stock images to compliment the characters, costumes and 
scenarios they had created for the shoot, based on the theme 
‘Naked Art’. These cloud images were shot on an EOS-
1Ds Mark III, EOS 5D and Mamiya ZD medium format 
camera.

Each backdrop was made up of three strips 
of Canon Matte Canvas printed on the 
imagePROGRAF 9100, and �xed together with 
gaffer and double-sided tape to produce a 
dramatic 3.7m2 scene.

“After printing, we had each backdrop coated 
to protect the surface of the canvas. The 
backgrounds were laid onto the �oor of the 
set with a riser midway underneath to lift the 
models' upper bodies towards the camera. Denis 
shot downwards from a knuckle boom platform 
positioned about four metres above the set, while 
Gay arranged the composition of the shot. There 
was a lot of interest from the show’s cast and 
crew who got to see each shot on screen as it was 
taken.”

For the �nal shoot, as featured on Episode Five of 
Make Me A Supermodel, the EOS-1Ds Mark III was 

used again, thus completing the Canon-ised production cycle – 
from photograph to print to �nal photographic masterpiece.

To see the �nal images in full, and view more behind-the-scenes 
shots, visit Denis and Gay's website: 
www.montalbetticampbell.com

BISG Marketing’s Craig Soltan with Denis Montalbetti preparing 
the canvas backdrops for the photo shoot
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